
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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One Region. One Voice. One Future.



Nearly 50% of the nation’s 
seaborne cargo enters Long 
Beach and Los Angeles ports.

Southern California comprises seven counties——
Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside,  

San Bernardino, San Diego and Ventura—and 

is home to over 21 million people. With four 

ports and an international border crossing in the 

region, Southern California is a critical component 

of the country’s freight movement system. In fact, 

nearly half of the nation’s seaborne cargo enters 

through the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles 

alone, and flows through our inland region out 

to the rest of the country. 

Picture Southern California as the heart of 

America’s freight movement network. And the 

network has a serious health problem. As with 

an unhealthy heart, our region’s freight arteries 

are clogging. They are becoming less and less 

efficient. Unfortunately, we all know what 

happens when arteries become blocked. The 

heart soon fails, affecting the body as a whole.

Freight movement is a defining issue for Southern 

California’s economic viability and livability. It will 

continue to have a monumental impact on the region, 

and subsequently, the nation’s GNP. The benefits of a 

strong freight network are enormous, and so are its 

consequences. Now more than ever, freight movement 

in our region must be adequately funded, both for the 

health of Southern California and the nation.

This document is intended to familiarize you with  

the freight movement challenges that Southern 

California faces because these issues are also faced,  

in lesser magnitudes, by goods movement hubs  

around the nation. 

We need your support for legislation that defines a 

federal freight funding partnership that improves and 

modernizes our freight movement infrastructure. It 

is an investment in America’s prosperous future, and 

the key to mitigating the negative impacts of moving 

goods through our communities. 

Then it has to be moved across the country.



We need to invest in infrastructure now to double 
our exports in the next two years.
Congress should act soon to ensure Southern California, the heart of America’s 
freight movement network, remains able to support the nation’s flow of commerce. 
While nearly half of the containerized cargo that enters the nation comes through 
the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles, only 23 percent remains in Southern 
California. The remaining 77 percent of freight traffic flows through our inland 
areas to all 48 contiguous states. At present, our region bears the majority of the 
investment and costs for freight movement that benefits the entire nation. 

The Obama Administration has made it a priority to double our nation’s exports by 
2014. This type of aggressive growth demands that we have adequate investment in 
the infrastructure that will support reliable, efficient and environmentally responsible 
freight movement. 

We need your help and leadership to keep our freight network flowing freely not 
only for the benefit of Southern California, but for the health and economic vitality 
of every Congressional District in the nation. 

The nation’s freight network needs three elements to be successful: stability, reliability 
and efficiency. Our communities meanwhile have a different set of needs: livability, 
economic strength and mobility. Southern California is making investments to ensure 
that both our freight network and our communities thrive and grow, and we need 
a strong partner in the federal government to keep the heart of America’s goods 
movement network beating.

The Time to Act is Now
Southern California’s Unified 
Freight Priorities
1.  Support passage of a surface 

transportation authorization act that 
includes provisions for investment in a 
freight infrastructure program.

2.  Support creation of a national Freight 
Trust Fund to include:

• A dedicated funding source that 
is predictable and reliable for 
infrastructure investment and planning.

• A firewall that requires freight 
movement funds to be used on projects 
and programs for moving freight.

• Well-defined freight corridors that 
recognize freight movement beyond 
ports of entry or intermodal facilities to 
specific markets.

• Strategic and logical investments 
where the impacts of freight 
movement are most severe and 
achieve the maximum national benefit.

• A performance-based requirement 
consistent with National Surface 
Transportation Policy and Revenue 
Study Commission recommendations.

• Complete separation from other funds 
such as the Highway Trust Fund to 
ensure that monies go specifically for 
freight funding purposes.

3. Support legislation that provides for rail 
safety infrastructure investments.

From our Ports 
to All 50 States
Truck and Rail Traffic from Southern California Is Vital.

Why Cargo comes through So Cal

• Large deep water ports

• The California/Mexico Border crossing

• The West’s largest population 

concentration

• One of the nation’s highest 

concentrations of facilities to receive 

freight, repackage it, store it and ship to 

destinations in all contiguous 48 states. 

• National links via all-weather interstate 

highways and transcontinental rail lines.

The Southern 
California Advantage 

The Southern California 
Advantage 
Why Cargo comes through So Cal

• Large deep water ports

• The California/Mexico Border crossing

• The West’s largest population 
concentration

• One of the nation’s highest 
concentrations of facilities to receive 
freight, repackage it, store it and  
ship to destinations in all contiguous 
48 states. 

• National links via all-weather 
interstate highways and 
transcontinental rail lines.

Southern California is home to four seaports and 

two international border crossings as well as inland 

distribution centers where goods are brought from 

the seaports by truck, repackaged and sent to 

destinations all over the nation via trains and trucks.

The Port of Hueneme specializes in the import and 

export of automobiles and agriculture, and is the 

primary support facility for the offshore oil industry.

The Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach are 

together the largest port complex in the nation, and 

provide the lion’s share of containerized commerce 

to the country, with nearly half of all container traffic 

entering through this critical national maritime asset. 

The Port of San Diego is an important general 

cargo port handling 3 million tons of cargo a year 

and also is a designated Strategic Military Port. 

The Commercial Border Crossing of Otay Mesa 

is the busiest California/Mexico trade gateway 

handling over 1.5 million trucks, annually.
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National Job Impact: 3.4 million
Northwest
Imports:  35,800 jobs
Exports: 9,000 jobs
Share of Total: 1.8%

Southwest
Imports:  938,100 jobs
Exports: 225,500 jobs
Share of Total: 34.4%

South Central
Imports:  366,200 jobs
Exports: 102,600 jobs
Share of Total: 13.9%

Southeast
Imports:  412,700 jobs
Exports: 67,600 jobs
Share of Total: 14.2%

Atlantic Seabound
Imports:  230,000 jobs
Exports: 23,200 jobs
Share of Total: 7.5%

Great Lakes
Imports:  551,900 jobs
Exports: 141,100 jobs
Share of Total: 20.5%

Great Plains
Imports:  203,200 jobs
Exports: 55,500 jobs
Share of Total: 7.7%

As the largest container port and distribution gateway in the 
United States, the Southern California freight industry is a vital 
contributor to both the regional and national economies, and is 
the heart of America’s freight movement system.

Economic experts predict that container volume through 
Southern California will triple over the next twenty years, even 
given the current economic downturn. Freight flowing through 
our ports totaled in excess of $287 billion in 2008 and has 
generated upwards of $30 billion in total tax revenues. Finding 
federal funding options to capture some small portion to reinvest 
in freight capacity and community mitigations will contribute to 
ensuring America’s international economic competitiveness.

In addition, job preservation and growth in this economic time 
is a federal objective that can be achieved by a federal freight 
funding partnership. Nearly 1 million jobs in California are 
sustained by Southern California’s freight movement activities.  
An additional 2 million jobs are sustained across the rest of 
the nation. A strong freight movement program that begins in 
Southern California will grow both the national and regional 
economies, strengthen jobs related to freight movement, 
mitigate negative impacts to local communities and treat the 

national freight movement network as a system.

Economic 
Impact: 
Dollars  
and Jobs 
Container volume through 
Southern California will triple  
over the next 20 years.

Freight doesn’t move for free. There are costs—both monetary—

and to quality of life——that must be paid to improve and 

maintain a viable regional freight movement system.

Our Infrastructure Must Grow to 
Meet Anticipated Demand
Despite the recent economic slowdown, Southern California’s 

future continues to indicate growth across many key areas:

• Incoming container volume through the Ports of Long  

Beach and Los Angeles is anticipated to triple over the  

next twenty years.

• Southern California will continue to experience strong population 

growth, with the region’s population projected to increase 

38 percent by 2030, amounting to an additional 6.3 million 

people in the region and 2.1 million new households.

• Over the next twenty years, nearly 3 million new 

jobs will be created in Southern California.

• The number of freight trains running through Southern 

California communities is projected to reach over 250 

daily by 2025, causing significant hours of delay at grade 

crossings.  Additionally, passenger train (commuter rail) 

volumes are expected to increase to 140 daily by 2025.  

• The amount of truck traffic on the interstate highway system 

will grow by 110 percent in the next twenty years.

Strengthening Communities through 
Partnership and Technology
Over 21 million Americans call Southern California home. Our 

residents’ quality of life is eroding. The freight movement industry is a 

significant contributor to that decline in the form of increased freeway 

congestion, dangerous air pollution and safety issues related to freight 

movement.  Southern California is working to address these issues by: 

• Making a quantifiable commitment across all segments of the 

freight movement chain to significantly reduce the amount 

of pollutants generated by freight movement activities.

• Implementing policies that are turning our 

seaports into world-class green ports.

• Planning, funding and implementing proposed 

freight corridor improvements including dedicated 

freeway lanes, elimination of at-grade crossings 

along the Alameda Corridor East Trade Corridor and 

elsewhere in the region, more on-dock rail and other 

means to ease freeway and rail congestion.

• Investing in technology to make it safer to operate 

commuter rail and freight rail on shared tracks.

Growing the Infrastructure Is The Answer

To Sacramento
& San Francisco

LOS ANGELES
REDONDO JUNCTION

To San Diego
& Mexico

To Texas
& Eastern
United States

La Habra

Anaheim

Orange

Irvine

To Barstow

PORT OF
LOS ANGGELES

PORT OF
LONG BEACH

Huntington
Beach

Union Pacific Railroad Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority

Alameda Corridor-East Corridors

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rail Lines Hobart Yard

East LA Yard

ACE Project, San Gabriel Valley

A
lam

ed
a C

o
rrid

o
r 

San Gabriel
Pomona

Diamond Bar

Alameda Corridor-East Trade Corridor

Map not to scale

N

El Monte

Montebello

Ontario

To Indio

COLTON 
CROSSING

Santa Fe Springs

Fullerton
Brea

Yorba Linda

Buena Park
Placentia Corona

Riverside

San
Bernardino

Source: The Trade Impact Study, BST Associates, 2007

Source: Federal Highway Administration, 2002

So
ur

ce
: A

la
m

ed
a 

Co
rr

id
or

-E
as

t T
ra

de
 C

or
rid

or
 P

la
n 

20
06



We Have a Plan
The approved seven-county 2008 Multi-County Goods Movement 
Action Plan was developed locally to encourage economic 
viability and improve the quality of life in Southern California.

MCGMAP REGIONAL and COUNTY STRATEGIES
Cost in Millions, 2007$

Freeway/Highway Improvements
$22,610

Environmental 
Mitigation

$2,067

Alternative Technology
$18,291

Intermodal Ground
Access Improvements

$2,113

Rail Improvements
$9,823

The approved seven-county 2008 Multi-County Goods Movement Action 

Plan was developed locally in recognizing the importance of encouraging 

and sustaining the economic viability of our communities while at the 

same time improving livability. Southern California requires over $50 billion 

in funding over the next 25 years to improve and maintain its freight 

movement infrastructure to meet anticipated demand in a manner that 

significantly reduces the negative impacts of freight movement to 21 million 

Southern Californians.

Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan  
Regional and County Strategies

Cost in Millions, 2007 Dollars



Who We Are
Mobility 21 is a coalition that brings together public, 
business and community stakeholders to pursue 
regional solutions to the transportation challenges 
facing Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside,  
San Bernardino, San Diego and Ventura Counties. 
A nonpartisan alliance, Mobility 21 delivers a unified 
voice for the region’s transportation priorities and 
seeks to improve mobility in the region.

What We Do
Goals:

• Support practical solutions to Southern 
California’s transportation challenges.

• Mobilize regional support for transportation 
funding and legislative priorities at the  
federal and state levels.

• Unite political leaders around common 
priorities for transportation.

Objectives:

• Advocate in Washington, D.C., and 
Sacramento, CA on legislative and policy 
priorities determined at the annual  
Mobility 21 Transportation Summit.

• Communicate through regular action 
alerts, e-mails and newsletters to 
stakeholders on progress related to 
identified legislative and policy priorities.

• Educate government officials, business 
leaders and the community at large 
on the importance of a unified 
vision for transportation in Southern 
California through regular contact and 
meetings by coalition participants.

For more information: 
Visit www.mobility21.com or contact  
Marnie O’Brien Primmer, Executive Director  
at 949.288.6884 or e-mail at 
mprimmer@mobility21.com

About Mobility 21

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Deborah Robinson Barmack
Executive Director,
San Bernardino Associated 
Governments 

Lucy Dunn
President and CEO,
Orange County Business Council

Stephen Finnegan
Government Affairs,
Automobile Club of Southern 
California

Paul Granillo
President and CEO,
Inland Empire Economic 
Partnership

Hasan Ikhrata
Executive Director,
Southern California Association of 
Governments

Nancy Lindholm
President and CEO,  
Oxnard Chamber of Commerce, 
representing Ventura County 
Federated Chambers of 
Commerce 

Darren Kettle 
Executive Director, 
Ventura County Transportation 
Commission 

Will Kempton
Chief Executive Officer,
Orange County Transportation 
Authority

Art Leahy
Chief Executive Officer,
Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority

Anne Mayer
Executive Director,
Riverside County Transportation 
Commission 

Cynthia Roth
President and CEO,
Greater Riverside Chambers  
of Commerce 

Gary Toebben
President and CEO,
Los Angeles Area  
Chamber of Commerce 

ADVISORY BOARD

John Barna
AECOM

Mark Baza
Imperial County
Transportation Commission

Bill Bennett
HDR, Inc.

Carole Beswick
Inland Action

Michelle Boehm
CH2M Hill

Gene Bougdanos
HNTB

Gary Gallegos
San Diego Association of
Governments

John Fenton
Southern California Regional
Rail Authority (Metrolink)

Steve Huff
RBF Consulting

Diana Kotler
Anaheim Transportation Network

Tom Margro
Transportation Corridor Agencies

Jeff Shaw
CALTROP

Richard D. Steinke
Port of Long Beach

Eric Taylor
SKANSKA Civil USA

Barry Wallerstein
South Coast Air Quality
Management District

Marnie O’Brien Primmer
Executive Director,
Mobility 21

Mobility 21 Leadership
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FOR MORE INFORMATION 
visit our website at www.mobility21.com or contact Marnie O’Brien Primmer, Executive Director 
at 949.288.6884 or mprimmer@mobility21.com.

One Region. One Voice. One Future.


